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additional appropriations.
On notion of Mr. LEWIS, the Senate proceeded to the

couaideration of the bUI for supplying deficiencies in appropri¬
ation* for certain objects for the year 1846.
Tbe ball was i .-ported back from die Committee on Finance,

to which it had been referred, with certain amendmenU. The
amendments had all been concurred in except the last one,
which was in relation to the expenditure* of the Territorial
Legislature of Florida.

Mr. Y\ LSI COn replied to the observation* wade by the
Senator from Maine (Mr. Evahs) on a former day, stating
that the deficiency now asked to be supplied arose very na¬

turally and necessarily under the ojwration of the laws of (Jon-
Rress, which permitted the continuance of a session of the
1 erritorial Legislature for seventy-live days; and it was found
necessary, under the peculiar circumstances, on one occasion,
for the Legislature to ait during the whole of that period, al¬
though appropriation had only been made by Congress for
sixty daya. That was one source whence the arrearages arose,
but another and a greater was from there being a Territorial
Senate allowed, for which no appropriation had been made.
The appro).riation was opfiosed by Messrs. EVANS and

HUNTINGTON, and advocated by Mr. YULEE.
Mr. EVANS moved to strike out the words "for deficien¬

cies in appropriations," and insert «. for expenses ordered by
the Territorial Legislature of Florida beyond the appropria¬
tions made by Congress and to add also at the end, .« the
accounts for which shall be audited and adjusted by the proper
officer of the Treasury Department."
The amendments were agreed to, and the clause, as amend-

ed, was adopted.
1

Mr. LbWIS profKwd the following amendment to the]
bill : "For salary of the Commissioner, to reside in China
from the 1st of April to the 30th June, 1845, $1,250."
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. h VANS moved to insert an appropriation, which was

»rififi»liy reported in the bill by the Uommtitec of W ays and
Means in tbe House, but which failed to be adopted there
for payment of a balance due to Thomas P. Jones for makine
experiments for the prevention of the explosion of steain-
boilera, $2,250.
The amendment was adopted.Yeas 16, nays 13.
Mr. EVANS then moved to strike out so much of the ap-|

propria!ion as relates to the Texan volunteers.
'

He made the motion, he said, with a view of eliciting in-I
urination which be had called for in various ways, and which
be bad been as yet unable to obt.in. He wished to know if
there was any law which authorized the President to accept
the services of volunteers under any circumstances. He
knew of none.

^

And he believed it would be found to be the
first instance since the formation of our Government when
the President had undertaken to accept or receive into the
army of the United States any force which a previous law
had not authorized. In case of invasion, or imminent
danger of invasion, or of insurrection, the President was

authorized to call into service for a period of three months
any portion of the militia of the United States; but this was

a very different thing from accepting the service of volun¬
teers. The militia composed the body of the country,!
and were not very likely to i>e drawn into improfier enter¬
prises ; but it the power te increase the army by incorporating
into it volunteers existed, where was the use of having any
law on the subject ' The President might at his pleasure in¬
crease the army to any extent. And they would be met, he
supposed, with the argument, as usual on other occasions,
that these men hive been employed, they have rendered ser-
vices, and they must be paid.

Mr. CASS replied briefly. He did not perceive the distinc¬
tion between militia and volunteers. Tbe limitation of the
term of service to three months, he apprehended, was no limita¬
tion of the period of service which should be required in pub¬
lic exigences, but a limitation of individual service. If A B

3? i , .°U,w "Crve* or if he vo'unteered to serve, he could
only be retained for a period of three months. And if he did
not then voluntarily remain, he must be replaced by C D His
own ,mpre«,en was that the President would beat liberty, i.-

SuntMrs. g ^ mitili* 10 """I* "theof |
Mr EVANS said the words of the law were that the Pre¬

sident might all out the militia from such State as was most
convenient. He desired to know if, under this law, the Pre-

££«# .*"*'**. of * M>°< '»¦

^r ,kRl;iK hsd not expected this question to come
p in thu shape. .Nor was he prepared to enter at this mo-

ment mto an invert.gat.on of the difference between volunteers

-v kL i ^ Wu,h ^ be could only
ti.. iT^ certaJn,7 always considered volunteers to be mih-
Ua to ah intents and purposes. This error, if e. ror it was, he

KL? l
'ww"1 C°mmon with momt of his countrymen, he

ofTs1- ^ P'^Bt called upon the Governor
!. ^ .

* 7 of mUitia, he believed it had been the
practice of the Governor to issue his proclamation, and the
force was generally raised voluntarily and without any coer¬
cion. He could not see why a distinction should be drawn be¬
tween Louisiana and the new State of Texas in this mat¬
ter. I he only question seemed to be whether there was any
emergency which would authorixe the raising of an additional
roraL I exas had at that time voluntarily tendered to the Uni¬
ted ntales the entire sovereignty over her. Sh« could not
thenceforward enter into any treaties or allisnces with foreign
Powers for her protection. She was menaced with danger

J' mM aJ'Ute rf ,hin«* which paired that
toe President should send or raise troops for her protection.
..Tk* ^ ftf\aD<J T,r7 Property. They voluntoered,

*nred f .f»d they have, as vet, received no pay. It
was only a matter ofjustice and right that they should be paid.

question was then taken on the amendment, and it
was negatived.

/?lepl|! *'* then ^P011^ to the 83nate.
Mr. EVA.VS, in relation to the item in the bill for supply-

log a deficiency in the salary of the Commissioner to China,
inquired if that mission was still in existence.
. ALLEN replied that he had made no special inquiry
in relation to the matter, but he believed it was still in exist¬

ence^ and that Mr. Everett, who had returned on leave,
would soon depart for his destination.

Mr. ARCHER observed that Mr. Everett was not on leave

his*helith detained in consequence of the state of

aroe1n,,n*nU *ere concurred in, and the bill ordered to
a third reading.

It was then read a third time and passed.
THE SUB-TREASURY.

Mr. WEBSTER row and said Mr. President, I daily re¬
ceive so many letter* making inquiries touching the probable pro¬
gress of one of tbe measures now before the Senate, that 1
esire ask, very respectfully, a question or two of the com¬

mittee who have charge of it. I refer, sir, to the subject of
the Independent Treasury bill, sometimes called the Subtrea-
sury bill. I am no panic maker. I desire to prevent panics,
to allay apprehensions. The country in general is prosperous,

" far as I am able, to prevent agitation and dis-

IrT^twU »ff»'ni I will therefore address my¬
self to the chairman of the Committee on Finance, and beg
him m « respectfully (hoping that he will not find sn answer
to be incons«tent w.th his public duty) to my how soon it
may be expected that the committee will report upon that im¬
portant measure ; whether the committee has so far advanced
in the consideration of die bill that he i, now able to say whe¬
ther «*iey will report the bill with or without amendment, and
if with amendments, if he can now indicate what those amend¬
ments are This information must necessarily be exceeding
lyiH-ful to the pnWie. And I wilt .U. s.k if h. will he 1
obliging as to state at what period the subject will come up
for consideration ' This last question is not unimportant in

IhTnl k
11 " important, because I shall

fhortlv have occasion to be absent for a few days.
in mv

1 ,m b*PPy. Mr- President, to have itl
Henator fr^T ufIS!Lto qu^t'ons of the distinguished
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however , .
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*- - #-rfi'"IXto -Ai. course, on the part of the committee, i. cd-j
culated to allay apprehension, I am happy in b«uig; able to,
furnish the honorable gentleman the information he asks.

'

SECRET SERVICE FUND.
The following reflation, ottered by Mr. Jluiagiu wme

^^Heiuh r-i/, That the'Vreatdent of the United SUte* be re-
unested to cauK to be furnished to the Senate an acoount of all
payment* made on Preaident'a certiticatea, from thefund ap-i.-oui'iated by law for the contingentaWMH of lorelgn luter-iourae, since the 4th March, IS*S, to thi. time; with copies ot
till entries, receipts, lettera, voucher!, memorandums, or other jevidence of such payments ; to whoin p id, and tor what ; in¬
cluding the suiu of thirty thousand dollars for contingent ex¬
penses of all the missions abroad, now nropoaed to be providedfor bv the bill before the Senate entitled "An act to supplydeficiencies in the appropriations for certain objects made^torthe services ot the fiscal year ending 3d June, 1845 ; hut no
.locument or matter is requested by this resolution to b» iI -

nisiied which, in the opiuion of the President, W.'<1 njperly involve the citizens or subjects of any foreign I ower.
The resolution having been road.
Mr. WEB8TER roue and aaid : I have a few, and but a

few, lemarks to make on the President", message in answer
to the .solution of the House of Representatives calling for
an account of the disbursement* during the perwd tn whlc
had the honor to be Secretary State, out of the fund for the
contingent expenses of foreign intercourse.

In the first place, sir, I am happy to say that I entirely ap¬
prove the coutse of proceeding which the President has adopt¬
ed. In my judgment, he could not have acted otfierw.se than
he has done, without the violation of law and of his own duty.
Sir as I know that not a dollar was disbursed from that fund
without the sanction of the President, and as I am conscious
that every disbursement was made for a proper and necessary
public purpose, it might be thought that I should desire the
publicationof the papers, in order that every body m.,jhts«
what they are, or what they show. But this is a matter ot
so little concernment to me (and I presume it is of as little to
the late fressdentj that I certainly would not wish to see an im¬
portant principle, and an important law, violated and broken
for any personal convenience in that respect. I am not at al
apprehensive that the country will suspect cither President
Tyler, or me, acting under his authority, of any thing impro¬
per in the disbursement of a few hundred or a few thousand
dollars, in a case in which the law reposes confidence in the
President, and gives him a discretion as to making the ex¬

penditure public. ISir, a President of the United State*, or the head of a De¬
partment acting by his authority, must think but poorly ot his
own reputation and standing with the country if he is afraid
of being suspected of having violated his duty and his oath in
a matter of so little moment. I will add, that a person who
entertains such a suspicion, without reason, of any public
man, may himself bo well suspected of having held a no verycomplimentary dialogue with himself.

Sir, we all know that the head of a Department cannot
touch a dollar of this fund except with the President's sanc¬
tion. The whole power, and the whole responsibility, is with
the President. The President's message states this so fullyand clearly that I need not dwell upon it. I will say, in the
first place, that no expenditure, improper in itself, or impro¬
per in its amount, was made to my knowledge, judgment, or
belief. And I will say, in the next place, that the late Pre¬
sident of the United States in all things respecting the ex-jpenditnre of the public moneys, was remarkably cautious,
exact, and particular.
And I here say, sir, that all declarations, averments, state¬

ments, or insinuations, made any where, or by any body,which impute perversion, misapplication, or waste of the pub¬lic funds, committed or made by me while Secretary of State,
are utterly groundless and untrue. And 1 will conclude with
one remark, the bearing of which I shall leave to the Senate
and to the country.

,Whoever charges me with having either misapplied or
wasted the public funds, while in the Department of State,
has either seen the papers, or has, in some other way, obtain¬
ed knowledge on the subject, or he has not. If he has seen
no pajiers, and has no knowledge, then his imputations are

purely wanton and slanderous. If he has seen the papers, or
has any knowledge, then he would be sure to stale what he
knows, if he knows any thing to sustain him in his charge.
Silence, under such circumstances, is conclusive that he
knows nothing ; because he is under no obligation of secresy,and, in absence of all other proof, he would of course tell all
he knew, it he knew any thing which could, in the slightest
degree, bear him out. The charge, therefore, was cither,made in utter ignorance of any facta to support it, or else
with the knowledge that the facts which do exist would, if
made known, entirely disprove it. As to the source of this
miserable vituperation, I have nothing to Bay. I am afraid 1
shall be thought to have paid too much attention to it already.
Sir, I leave the author of the* slanders where he is I leave
him in the wont company I know of in the www.' Uavo
him with himaetf.

Mr. JARNAGIN aaid a somewhat similar resolution,adopted by the House of Representatives, having been re¬
sponded to by the President, refusing, on public grounds, to
give the information asked for, he was disposed to withdraw
the resolution.
The PRESIDING OFFICER observed that the Senator

from Tennessee could withdraw the resolution only by the
unanimous consent of the Senate.

Mr. JARNAGIN. I presume no Senator will objectMr. WEBTCOTT. I object.Mr. JARNAGIN. Very well < the 8enate can decide up¬
on it then.

Mr. WE8TC0TT. I object to the withdrawal of this re¬
solution, because I desire the vote of the Senate upon it by
ayes and noes, as a precedent. I regard the principle involved
in it as highly important. I am opposed to its adoption, and
hope the Senate will reject it by a decisive vote.
What is the case ' Congous, in making the annual ap¬propriation for the contingent expends of our foreign inter¬course, allows a fund of five thousand dollars, commonly de¬

signated as " the secret servic* fund," to be yearly expendedby the Executive officers ; and by the general act of May,1810, the only voucher for the disbursement of fTtis fund,where the President, in his judgment, is of opinion that tba
particulars of the expenditure should not be made public, is
(as is provided by the act) the certificate of the President of
such disbursement, without stating for what specific purposeit is made, or to whom made.

Mt. W. said he believed all our Presidents have caused to
he used more or less of the secret service fund ; ami Mr. W.
said he would not suffer himwlf to doubt or suspect that every
one of them had not done so properly, judiciously, and espe¬cially with the most patriotic motives. Mr. W. said he
should feel ashamed of himself if he could be induced to
imagine that any American President had t>een guilty of the
slightest impropriety in the disbursement of this fund. He
trusted he never should have so degraded a rule by which to
judge his countrymen, especially one elevated to the Presi¬
dency.the first station in the world. He hoped the rule bywhich he judged even those most opposed to him in politicalopinion would always be more elevated. Every body knows
that President Madison paid the notorious John Henry fiftythousand dollars just before the last war with Great Britain
for secret information respecting the attempts of the British
Government to corrupt portions of New England to British
interests. Mr. Madison, it is true, paid rather an exorbitant
price for the budget of trash he got from Henry, but he did
right in buying it, and the country approved of his conduct
in that respect. Mr. W. said for his part he was of opinionthat if thin «ecret «enrice fund was increa»e<l to double the
amount now allowed, and if every cent of it was annually
¦pewt by 4ke Prestdssit, it would b« money well laid out for
the country. To counteract the intrigues of foreign courts,
to procure knowledge of those intrigues, which might affect
our interests and regulate the action of our Goveniment, the
President should employ secrrt agents, either citizens or for-1signers, as circumstances should dictate to he most advisible ;
and the only rule to regulate such employment should be fu$
opinion that it might probably be beneficial to our country.Doubtless, very often such agents will render but little ser¬
vice, and sometimes none, but this is no answer to the argu¬
ments in favor of employing them whenever the President
has reason to believe they may be beneficial. Our amliessa-
dors abroad are the last persons who can acquire such infor¬
mation, unless they have secret agents. Mr. President, (said
Mr. W.f) I «aid in the remurk* K made fait week on the (ire-
gon question that if our Government had years ago employed
an agent to procure copies of the correspondence in 17»0 and
.91, between the British and Spanish Ministers who negotiat¬
ed the Nootka Hound convention, it would, I did not doubt,
when published, shed light on the British ckim to Oregon,
.nd, indeed, that I suspected it would of itself effectually
crush that claim. Every one who knows any thing about it,
must know that the employment of xecret agents '"Mexico,
i., (JuIhl, and elsewhere, at thi* very time, would be highly
judicious, and ia, in fact, imperiously demanded by the in¬
terests of this Government. Such course should be pursue,
forthwith. The (iovernment would be remiss snd negligent
if they did not adopt such policy. Great Britain and other
Government are active in this way. Why should not we
use the same weapons '

Mr. W. said he was highly gratified with the message ot
the President in snswer to the resolutions of the House ot
Kepresentstives, except in one particular. It seemed to lnm
that lite President thought, l>y the manner in which he referred
to the fact that none of the secret-service fund bsd been ex¬
pended since his inaugurntion, that It was creditsble to the
Administration. Mr. W. did not regard this fact in that
light by any means. His humble commendation wouldlie mote cheerfully given for the judicious and lienefictal ex¬penditure of the whole of it, as he (Mr. W.) doublet! notcould l>e done. It would show vigilance. Mr. W. said he didnot believe the American people would find fault with suchexpenditure. Why, sir, (said Mr. W.) do not we all know

that entry foreign Government employ* means of procuring
information.find it nerreaery to do ao ? 8hall we deny our¬
selves ouch important advantage in out tr&iutactioua and iutei ¦

course vmUi them f They trust their officer* to employ aecret
agents. Why should we refuse to truat ours ' Are they less
patriotic or trustworthy ? Can it be that repulrlicart oificer-s,
elected by the people for their abilities and' patriotism, tested
a* they always are by yearn of service for their country, are
not as worthy ofconfidence as the officers of a monarchy '

Now, (aaid Mr. W.) wliat is the resolution under consi¬
deration } The Setiste, it is proposed, shall ask the President
to inform it as to how the aecret service fund for a certain pe¬
riod has lieen spent. The Senator who offered this resolution,
I am satisfied, has no idea that any impropriety has occurred
as to its disbursement. I am convinced he believes as I do
not hesitate to declare that I do; nay, as I deem it my duty
to say, that the imputations m>tdc against the late President
and the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts in reference
to the use of this fund improperly, whilst the latter was Secre¬
tary of State, are slanders of the silliest and most pitiful cha¬
racter. Sir, said Mr. W., I will not as Senator, by any vote
of mine, permit any such fugacious scandal against any high
Executive officer of my country, of any political party, and
(¦specially against a citizen who stands As high before the world
as doe* the Senator assailed, and of whose reputation and fame
abroad (opposed as I am to him in political opinion on slmost
every subject of party contest) I as an American feel proud.I
say I will not consent that such gossip shall be the foundation
of a call upon the President, or any action whatever of this
chamber.

I will not dignify such unworthy accusations by any notice
of ihem whatever. Out this is not thb chief reason for my
desire that this resolution may be voted down by the Senate,
to stand as a precedent. He said he especially desired that
President Polk, and all future Presidents, may be Assured
that, as to the disbursement of this furiu, the Executive sets
upon his own responsibility, and is not to be called to an ac¬
count : otherwise, the act of Congress would be a dirty trip.
Sir, it is a pretty business if we cannot repose sufficient con-
li'hnce in our Chief Magistrate.one who is elevated to the
highest station in the gift of the pfc^ple of these States by their
free suffrages.to entruet him with the expenditure ofthe paltry
sum of fifty thousand dollars a year for his country in this tUode.
Mr. W. said he felt humbled that he was impelled by what
he conceived to be his duty to makte these observations. He
regarded the fair fame of out distinguished public men as the
property of the country ; we had received a rich heritage from
those who pteceded us, and any man who unjustly attu cause¬
lessly assails the reputation of such American Is no true friend
of the people or their institutions.

Mr. W. said that he held it to be important that the Ex¬
ecutive branch of the Government should l>e satisfied that full
confidence is and will be repoeed in it as to the fidelity V/ith
which this fund may be disbursed.as to the disci etion which
will be exercised ; and that it wH! be protected by Congress
and by the people fi on» ecfthJalous imputations so easily made
in regard to it < And that it may not be deterredfrom itsju¬dicious and patriotic use, by any apprehensions ofpopularsuspicion improperly excited, or popular clamor -gtlTcn upfur other than pjtriotic objects.
The distinction which the resolution makes between the dis¬

closure offoreigners homes and the names of citizens employ -

ed as agents, Mr. W. said he regarded as untenable. All
should be protected from exposure, or elre we may not procurethe information they disclose, or obtain the services they ren¬
der. But he was opposed to the resolution ott thfe general
grounds he had stated. It was scarcely necessary, he said,for him to remark that he could safely vouch that no know¬
ledge was had by the distinguished and worthy functionary at
the head of the State Department, or by the foithfUl officer
next to him, of any disclosure of documents in their care, to
justify the call proposed. He fett assured of this from their
high character. He hoped the resolution would be rejected
at once.

Mr. MANGI7M said he most heartily concurred in the sen¬
timents expressed by the Senator from Florida. He hopedthe vote would be taken, and, when taken, that the resolution
would be rejected by the unanimous vote of the Senate. He
thought the President, in his messAge, had done all that was
incumbent upon him in the performance of his duty. It af¬
forded him pleasure always to approve of the course of the
Chief Magistrate of his country. He took it for granted that
tho President would always act, in reference to the small
amount of money devoted to secret service, in a manner con-
sistent with honor and integrity. He would not for a rSrttiK-nt
admit a supposition of the reverse ; and no pTtlfient or wanton
curiosity should be indulged in looking into this matter. He
hoped that the vote of the body would be unanimous for the
rejection of the resolution, on the ground that the inquiry ws«
in itself improper.

Mr. JARNAGIN hoped he might be indulged in a singleremark. 1 his resolution, although he had had the honor of
submitting it, was not so itiUch a favorite with him that he
should be dissatisfied with a refusal on the part of the Senate
to adopt it. It hail for some time past been lying upon th»;
tabte at his own instance, and for reasons satisfactory to him¬
self, and, he had no doubt, perfectly obvious to the Senate.
Since he had seen the President's message in answer to a re¬
solution of the other HoUse, he was perfectly satisfied with the
mmom th'rofa assigned t and he would s*j fuither, that he
heartily Approved of the arguments and principles therein laid
down ; and no one would vote more heartily in favor of those
principles than he would do by voting against his own resolu¬
tion, a» leave to withdraw it had been refused.

Mr. BREESE said he did not know what ob ect could be
attained by taking a direct vote upon this resolution. He
would, therefore, move that it be laid on the tible.

Mr. ALLEN said he should without hesitation vote against
the passage of the resolution, and hs would do so on the groundthat an inquiry of this kind could never be justified except
upon the allegation of the existence of abuses or improper con¬duct on the [m.rt of public men, and with a view to base an
impeachment upon those allegations or charges. Besides, the
Senate of the United States was not the body whose duty it
was to originate impeachments ; it was the body that was ap¬pointed by the Constitution to try charges when made, but
not to make them. And even if there were, therefore, alle¬
gations concerning any public officer upon which it was in¬
tended to ba*e an impeachment, he would still, upon these
grounds, vote against the resolution.
The motion to lay the resolution upon the table wan nega¬tived ; and the question being upon its adoption, the yeas and

nays were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows :
YEA.Mr. Turney.
NAYS.Mc*trt. Allen, Archer, Ashlev, Atchison, Ather-

ton, Bagbv, Bnrrow, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Thos.
Clayton, John M. Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Davis, Dickin¬
son, Dix, Evans, Pairtield, Greene, Haywood, Houston, Hunt¬
ington, Jarnagin, Jenness, Johnson, of Louisiana, l^ewii, Mc-Duffie, Manjcuni, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Penny-backer, Phelps, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Upham, Webster
Westcott, Woodbridge.44.
So the resolution was rejected.

CLAIMS FOR FRENCH SPOLIATIONS.
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved to postpone the prior orders

and take Up the bill to make indemnities for French spolia-prii'r to ISO©.
Mr. BLNTON hoped the Senator would pardon him for

objecting to the motion ; but the true course was to proceedwith the calendar in its regular order. Besides, there were
two bills that had been introduced by himself for the relief of
very praiseworthy widows, both of which had precedence of
the bill of the Senator from Delaware, and one of which was
among the first on the docket.

Mr. CLAYTON expressed the hope that the Senator would
not object to the motion. His was a bill where hundreds of
widows and orphans were interested ; and besides, he (Mr. C.)would be very willing to go with the Senator from Missouri
in support of his widows, and he trusted that the Senstor
would agree to permit the liill to be taken up.Mr. BEN TON. I surrender, sir; I surrender. The
gentleman can make his bill the tpecinl order.
The question wa» taken on Mr. Clattox's motion, and

decided in the affirmative.
Mr. CLAYTON then rose and addressed the Senate until

after 3 P. M., making a powerful argument in sapport of the
bill.

OREGON.
Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee of Conference on the

part of the Senate on the disagreeing vote of the two Houses
on the question of notice to Great Britain for terminating the
treaty of joint occupation of the Oregon territory, reported as
follows :

The Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate on
the disagreeing vote of the two House* on the joint resolution
of the House of Representatives, entitled ** Joint resolution of
notice to Great Britain to annul and abrogate the convention
between Great Britain and the United States of the «th Au¬
gust, 1827, relative to the country on the northwest roast of
Arnerics westward of the Stony Mountains, commonly called
Oregon," respectfully report :

'I hat they have met the conferees on the part of the House
of Representatives, and, after free and full conference uponthe subject of said disagreeing votes, the joint conferees have
unanimously agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to the
respective Houses, as follows:

"I hat the first section of the smendment of the Senate to the
originsl resolution of the House be so amended as to be, inform, a preamble to the Second section of the said amendment.
And that the Senate and Honse of Representative* respect¬fully recede from their disagreements to the amcndm»nt and

amendment to the amendment of the original resolution of the
House, and mutually agiee to substitute therefor the followingjoint resolution :

JOIN r RESOLUTION concerning the Oregon territory." Whereas, by the convention concluded the 20th day ofOctober, eighteen hundred and eighteen, between the UnitedStalei at America and the King ot the United Kingdomof Great Britain and Ireland, lor the period of ten yearsand afterward* Indefinitely extended and continued in foree
by ano'her convention of the same nartiet, concluded thesixth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thou¬
sand eight hundred and twenty-seven, it wa* agreed that any
country tliat may be claimed by either party on the northwest
coast of America westward of the Stony or Rocky Mountains
now commonly called the Oregon territory, should, together

with iU barbort, bays, wd creeks, and the navigmtion of *11
riven within the itme, b* 4 free and Open' to tbe vessels, citt-
xens, mi (I subject* of the two Power*, but without prejudice to

any claim which either ot the pirtiei wight have to any p*j' ol
aaid country ; and with (hit further provision, in Uu- aeeoud ar-
t ide Of the laid eunvention of the tilth ol Auguat, eighteen hun¬
dred and twenty-seven, thai either party might abrogate and an¬

nul aaid conveutiou, oo giving due notice of twelve months to
the other contracting party :
" Aud whereas ithi* now become desirable that the re»i»ec-

tive claima of the United State* and Great Britain should be de ¬

finitely aettled, and Uiat laid territory may i\o. looker than need
be reiuaiu subject to the evil consequences oi 'he divided alle¬
giance of ila American and Uritiah population, and ol the con¬
fusion and conflict ol national juriadictiou*, dangeroua to the
cheriahed peace kud good understanding ol the two countries t
" With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for »he abrogation

of tbe aaid convention of the sixth of August, eighteen hundred
aud twenty-eeven, in the mode prescribed in ita aeeoud article,
and thai the attention of the Governments of both countries may
be thtj more earueatly directed tu the adoption ol all proper
meaaurea for a apeedy and amicable a<lo<stmlnt ol tlie differ¬
ence* anddiaputet in regard to I!\6 said territory.Hetuhtd by thr Stri&c and Hotue of jReprmentatiyei of the
United State* oj America in Cmgreu atscmbled, Tliat the
President of the United States be and he ia hereby aumoriied,
at bit diacretion, to give to the Government of Great Britain
the notice required by tbe serond article of the aaid conven¬
tion of tbe sixth of August, eighteen hundred and tweuty-*e-
ven, for die abrogation of the aame."

JOHN McPHERSON BERRIEN,
THOMAS COHWIN,
WM. H. HAYWOOD, jr.
Cnmmittre on tkr. part uf the Senate.
tt. i. INGERSOLL,
ROBERT DALE OWEN,
HENRY W. HILLIARD,
Committee on thf pert of the House.

The Report havio* txtert reud, Mr. BERRIEN submitted
the following rcbolulioti, viz :

Jteiolved, That tlie Senate agree to the report of the Com¬
mittee of Conference, and that ine Joint Veiolution ol tbe llouae
ol Representatives be amended accordingly.

Mr. ALt.CN olwerved that the reaolution of notice, aa now

proposed to be amended by the Committee of Conference,
would, if he had rightly understood it from hearing It read by
the honorable Senator, aa lar M that pert relating to giving
the notico wax concel'ued, asaurne precisely the same aha[>e in
which !t Lad heretofore passed the Senate and been sent to tbe
ifouae of Representative*. It might be that he was mistaken
as to this fa> t

,Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator from Ohio is correct. It
is a reaolution in nearly tfee *t»nie words as that which passed
the 8en*t**.

Mf. ALLEN- As I supposed. The only material change
which baa been made by the committee, then, as I understand
it, is that by which the preamble of tbe reaolution la restored
to its position as a preamble in»te*d <5f forming a part of the
positive resolve of th>» Senate; that is, it ia restored to the
condition U <t&s in when, according to the proposition of the
Senator from Kentucky to amend that part of the resolution, it
assumed the form of a preamble. By the subsequent action
of the Senate, on motion of the Senator from Matylatid, the
preamble was incorporated into the retflution and formed a

part of it. The amendment here proposed by the Committee
of Confcrertte ia to restore the original relation of the part* ol
the resolution. That ia all. Thia is the result of the delibe¬
rations of the committee.

Mr. SEVIER. It i» o mere chfiiigc in phraseology.
Mr. ALLEN. Precisely ; there ia a slight change in the

laM cllOse of the preamble. But we have the reaolution sub¬
stantially as it paascd the Senate, and the old queation recurs,
therefore, whether or not this body prefers the resolution in
thia form > This will impose upon me Ihe necessity of re¬

cording my name against the report of the committee ; and I
shall so record it for the reasons which I gave on a former oc¬
casion, and which it is unnecessary now to repeat.

Mt. SfiVIER requested the Senator from Georgia to state
what words were strickcn out of the prealhlile, and what were
substituted.

Mr. BERRIED said that the amendment of the Senate to
thfe original resolution of the House was to insert the follow¬
ing " And that the attention of the Governmef.tft of both
countries may be the more eernestiy and immediately directed
to renewed efforts for the amicable settlement of all the differ¬
ences ih respect to the said territory."
The House having amended the amendment of tlie Senate

by striking out the words, "immediately directed to renewed
efforts for the amicable settlement i" stibetituling therefor the
words, " directed to the impotiance of tlie speedy adjustment:"
the Committee of Conference had agreed to strike out from
the word "importance," inclusive, and to insert "direct the
adoption of all proper measures for the amicable adjustment of
all disputes in respect to said territory."

Mr. CAMERON said he should vote for the report of the
committee, end, before he did so, he wished to say a word or
two in explanation of his vote.

Mr. C. said he was in favor of a plain notice, and on every
vote pending the termination of the question he had been with
the friends of it. Next, he was willing to take the notice which
came from tlie House of Representative*, and had voted for

railing to gxi eivkor of thvui, K* Km} voteJ foi tlio icmilu-
tion which had passed the Senate. He did so because he con¬
sidered it more important to the interests of the country that the
action ol Congress on this important question should be indi¬
cated by unanimity than it was to have that action expressed
in any particular form < and, above all, he believed that a speedy
settlement of the Impending difficulties between the two coun¬
tries could only be bad by terminating the joint occupancy ol
the territory in dispute. Until a point was fixed at which this
state of uncertainty muat cease, he did not believe the question
of peace or war would be determined.
The President, in his annual message, had aaked for autho¬

rity to give the notice to terminate the joint occupancy under
the treaty, and, having full confidence in his integrity, capa¬
city, and patriotism, Mr. C. was willing to trust the whole
question in his hands.

Mr. C. said he believed fully in our right to the whole coun¬

try in dispute ; that our title only terminates where the Rus¬
sian line begins, at M° 40'; but he did not think this the pro¬
per time or place to argue the title. It could be better done
by the Executive in arranging a treaty or insisting upon our

rights. He had done so in the published correspondence.
When a treaty should be agreed on by the negotiators ol the
two countries, the Senate could revise their acts. This course
Mr. C. thought would have been more respectful to the Pre¬
sident, and in the end better for the country. But as the de¬
feat of tlie preaent notice would, in his opinion, be a defeat of
all notice during the present session of Congress, be should
vote for it, without meaning to commit himself in favor of any
treaty which should not secure to the United States the whole
of our just rights in Oregon. -

On the question of concurring in the report, the yeas and
nays were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows .

YEAS.Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Rugby, Barrow,
Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Cameron, 1 bona* Clayton, John
M. Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, I)avi«, Dix, Evans,
Greene, Havwood, Houston, Huntington, J»m«rin, Johnson,
ol Maryland, Johnson, ol 1-ouiaiana, I^ewis, McDuffle, Man-
gum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelp*,
Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Turney, Upham, W eb»ter,
Woodbridge, Yulee.A'2.
NAYS.Messrs. Allen, Atchiaon, Dreese, Bright, Cass,

Dickinson, Fairfield, Jennesa, Semple, Weatcott.10.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
8 E CM ET SERVICE FUND.

The Message of the President of the United States, in reply
to the call of the House of Representatives for particulars of
the expenditure of the fund annually act apart for contingent
expenses of foreign intercourse of a confidential character,
having lieen read a* follows :

To the House of Keprrxentatwea/I have considered the resolution of the House of Represen¬
tatives of tha 9th instant, by which I am requested " to cause
to be fumi«hed to that House an accouht of all payments
made on Presidents' certificate* from the fund appropriated by
law, through the agency of tbe State Department, for the con¬

tingent expenaes of foreign intercourse, from the 4th of
March, 1841, until the retirement of Daniel Webster from
the Department of State < with copies of all entries, receipts,
letters, vouchers, memorandum*, or ether evidence of *uch
payments ; to whom paid, for what, and particularly all con¬
cerning the northeastern boundary dispute with Great Britain.

With an anxious desire to furnish to the House any infor¬
mation requested by that liody which may be in the Execu¬
tive Department*, I hava felt bound by a sense of public duty
to inquire how far I could with propriety, or consi»tently with
the existing lawa, respond to their call.
The usual annual appropriation "for the contingent ex¬

penaes of intercourse between the United States and foreign
nations" has been disbuised since the date of the act of May
1st, 18 VP, in pursuance of its provisions. By the third sec¬
tion of that act it is provided.
"That when any stmt or sum* of money shall be drawn from

the Treaanry, under any law making appropriation for the con¬

tingent expense* of intercourse between the United State* and
foreign nation*, tbe President *ball b* and he i» hereby au¬
thorized to cause the same to lie duly settled annually with the
accounting officer* ol the Treasury, iu tbe manner following .

tliat is to »*y, by causing the same to be accounted for specially
in all instance* wherein the expenditure thereof may, in hi*
judgment, be made public, and ny making a certificate of Ihe
(.mount of such expenditure* as he inay think it advisable not
to specify | and every sueh certificate shall be deemed a suffi¬
cient voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed to have
been expended."
Two distinct claase* of expenditure are authorized by this

law : tlie one of a public, and the other of a private and confi¬
dential character. The President in office at the lime of the
expenditure is made by the law the sole judge whether it shall
be public or private. Sueh Bums are to be "accounted lor
specially in all instances wherein ihe expenditure thereof may,
in his judgment, lie made public. AM expenditurea ' ac-
counted for specially" are satlled at the Treasury upon vouch¬
ers, and not on " Presidents' certificate*, and, like all other

public account*, an subject to be called for by Congress, and
are open to publk examination. Had information as ras|>ecu
this class ot expenditure* been i ailed for by the resolution of
the House it would have been promptly communicated. I

Congress, foreseeing that it might become necessary and
proper to apply portions of this fund for objocU the original I
accounts and vouchers for which could not be " made public"without injury to (he public interest, authorized the Prcsideut,
instead of such accounts end vouchers, to make a ceftificate
of the amount " of such expenditures as he may thiuk it ad¬
visable not to specify," and have provided that "every such
certificate shall be deemed a sufficient vouchor lor the sum or
sums therein expressed Id have been expended."
The law making these provisions is iu full force. It is

binding upon all the Departments of the Government} and
especially upon the Executive, whuflc duly it is "to take care
that the laws be faithfully executed." In the exercise of the
discretion lodged by it in the Executive, several of my pre-jdecessors have made " certificate*" of the amouut "of such
expenditure* as they have thought it advisabte not to ^ecily,"
and upon these cerUfMHtwt e# Witt olily vouchers, settlements
liaye Ixrn mAiTa at the Treasury.

It appears that, within the period specified in the resolution '

of the House, certificates were given by rny immediate pre-
decessor, upon which settlements have been made at the Trea¬
sury, amounting to five thousand four huudred and sixl^r dot-
lars. He has solemnly determined that the Objects and item*
of theac expertdUuvee nhoul'ci not bu Made public, and has:
£iVen bis certificates to that effect, which art' placed upon the
records of the country. Under the direct authority of an ex¬

isting law, he has exercised the power of placing these ex-)
penditures under the seal of confidence, and the whole matter
was terminated before 1 came into office. An important ques¬
tion arises, whether a subsequent President, either voluntarily
or at the request of one branch ol Congress, Can, without a

violation of the spirit of the !arv, icviae the acts of his prede¬
cessor, and expose to public view that which he had determin¬
ed should not be "made public." If not a matter of strict
duty, it would certainly be a safe grneral rule that this should
not be done. Indeed, it inay well happen, and probably would
happen, that the President for the 1m» being would not be in
possession of the information upon which his predecessor act¬
ed, and could not therefore have the means of judging whe¬
ther he bad exercised his discretion wisely or not. The law
requires no other voucher but the President's certificate, and
there is nothing in its provisions Which retires any " entries,
receipts, letters* vouebcis, memorandums, or other evidence
of sudi jiayments" to be preserved iu the Executive Depart¬
ment. The President who makes the " certificate "

may, if
he chooses, keep all the information and evidence upon which
he acts in his own possession. If, for the information of his
successors, he shall leave the evidence oh which he acts, and
the items of the expenditures which make up the sum for
which he has given his "certificate," on the confidential files
of one of ths Executive Departments, they do not, in any
proper sense, become thereby public records. They are never
seen or examined by the accounting officers of th(5 Treasury
when they »eUle an account on thfe " Presidents certificate."
The first Congress of the United States, on the 1st of July,
1790, passed an act " providing the means of intercourse be¬
tween the United States and foreign nations," by which a
similar provision to that which how exists vtas made for the
settlement of «uch expenditures as, ih the judgment of the
President* ought not to be made public. This act was limited
in its duration. It was continued for a limited term in 1793 ;
and between that time and the date of the act of May 1, 1810,
which is now in force, the same provision was revived and
continued. Expenditures were made end sstt'ei) under Pre¬
sidential certificates, in pursuance of these laws.

If the President may answer the present call, he must an¬
swer similar calls for every such expenditure of a confidential
character made under every Administration, in war and in
peace, from the organization of the Government to the present
period. To break the sbal or confidence imposed by the law,
and hetetoibre uniformly preserved, would be subversive of the
very purpose for which the law was enacted, and might be
productive of the most disastrous consequences. The Expen¬ditures of this confidential character, it Is believed, were never
before sought to made public; and I should greatly appre¬
hend the consequences of establishing a precedent which would
render such disclosures hereafter inevitable.

I am fully aware of the strong and correct public feeling
which exists throughout tlie country airainst secrecy of any
kind in the administration of the Government, and especially
in reference to public expenditures ; yet our foreign negotia¬
tions are wisely and properly confincd to the knowledge of the
Executive during their pendency. Our laws requite the ac¬

counts of every particular expenditure to be rendered and pub¬
licly settled at the Treasury Department. '1 be single excep¬
tion which exists is, not that the amount embraced under Pre¬
sidents' certificates shall be withheld from the public, but mere¬

ly that the items of which thcitc are composed shall not be di¬
vulged. To this extent, and no further, is seprecy observed.
The laudable vigilance of the people in regard to all the ex¬

penditures of the Government, as well as a sense of duty on
the part of the President, and a desire to retain the good opin¬
ion of his fellow-citizens, will prevent any sum expended from
being accounted for by the President's certificate, unless in
cakes of unrent necessity. Such certificates havo therefore
been resorted to but «ddom throughout our pas: history.

For my own part, I have not caused any account whatever
to be settled on a Presidential certificate. I have had no occa¬
sion rendering it neccssary, in my judgment, to make such a
certificate ; and it would be an extreme case which would ever
induce mc to exercise this authority; yet, if such a case should
arise, it would lie my duty to assume the responsibility devolv¬
ed on me by law.

During iny administration, all expenditures for contingent
ex|ienses of foreign intercourse, in which the accounts have
been closed, have been settled upon regular vouchers, as all
other public accounts are settled at the Treasury.

It may be alleged that the power of impeachment belongs to
the House of Representatives, and that, with a view to tbe
exercise of this power, that House has a right to investigate
the conduct of all public officers under the Government. This
is cheerfully admitted. In such a case, the safety of the Re¬
public would be the supreme law, and the power of the House
in the pursuit of this object would penetrate into the most se¬
cret recesses of the Executive Departments. It could com¬
mand the attendance of any and every agent of the Govern¬
ment, and compel them to produce all papeis, public or pri¬
vate, official or unofficial, and to testify on oath to all facts
within their knowledge. But even in a case of that kind they
would adopt all wise precautions to prevent the exposure of
all such matters, the publicatiorf of which might injuriously
affect the public interest, except so far as this might be neces¬

sary to accomplish the great ends of public justice. If the
House of Representatives, as the grand inquest of the nation,
should at any time have reason to believe that there has been
malversation in office by an imprjfier use or application of the
public money by a public officer, and should think proper to
institute an inquiry into the matter, all the archives and pa¬
pers of the Executive Departments, public or private, would
be subject to the inspection and control of a committee of their
body, and every facility in the power of the Executive be afford¬
ed to enable them to prosecute the investigation.
The experience of every nation on earth has demonstrated

that emergencies may arise in which it becomes absolutely
necessary for the public safety or the public good to make ex¬

penditures, the very object of which would be defeated by
publicity. Some Governments have very largo amounts at
their disposal, and have made vastly greater expendituies than
the small amounts which have from time to time been account¬
ed for on Presidents' certificates. In no naUon is the appli¬
cation of such sums ever made public. In time of war or

impending danger the situation of the country may make it
necessary to employ individuals for the purpose of obtaining
information or rendering other important services, who could
never be prevailed upon to act if they entertained the least ap¬
prehension that their na;nes or their agency would in any con¬

tingency he divulged. So it may often become necessary to
incur an expenditure for an object highly useful to the coun¬

try : for example, the conclusion of a treaty with a barba¬
rian Power, whose customs require on such occasion the use

of presents ; but this object might be altogether defeated by
by the intrigues of other Powers, if our purposes were to be
made known by the exhibition of the original pa|iera and
vouchers to the accounting officers of the Treasury. It
would he easy to specify other cases which may occur in the
history of a great nation in its intercourse with o.lier nations,
wherein it might become absolutely neccssary to incur expen¬
ditures for objects which could never be accomplished if it
were suspected, in advance, that the items of expenditure
and the agencies employed would be made public.

Actuated undoubtedly by considerations of this kind Con¬
gress provided such a fund, coeval with the organization of
the Government, and subsequently enacted the law of 1810
as the permanent law of the land. While this low exists in
full force I feel bound, by a high sense of public policy and
duty, to observe ita provisions and the uniform practice of mypredecessors under it. With great respect for the House of Re¬
presentatives, and an axious desire to conform to their wishes,
I am constrained to como lo this conclusion.

If Congress disapprove the policy of the law they may re¬

peal its provisions.
In leply to that portion of the resolutiqn of the House

which calls for "copies of whatever communications were
made from the Secretary of State during the last session of
the 27th Congress, particularly February, 1843, to Mr. Cush-
ing and Mr. Adams, members of the committee of this House
on Foreign AfTairs, of the wish of the President of the United
States to institute a special mission to Great Britain," I have
to state thst no such communications, or copies of them, are
found in the Department of State.

"Copies of all letters on the books of the Department of
State lo any officer of the United States or any person in New
York concerning Alexander McI*cod," which arc also called
for by the resolution, aro herewith communicated.

JAMES K. POLK.
WasniwoTow, A pair. 20, 1840.
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the message and

accompanying documents be laid on the table and printed j

but, after a brief conversation, waived the motion at the re¬

quest of.1 Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, who swd if the House wished to,

hear the further reading be had no objection. But he p*.suined, from whai he had heard of the commutation, that
the reading would lake some time. Ii related only to the Mc-
Lcod C4H*| and it will undoubtedly he much better understood
when (uinted.
The President (said Mr. I.J ha* answered the resolution I

¦submitted in a way that to me U unexpected, and therefore,
And only therefore, it is thut 1 dectu it necessciry lb eav eby
thing. He should premise what he had to Lay l.y. this state¬
ment: Home strong expressions have fallen iruin members
here as to the part thut was taken, or supposed to be uken, in
this matter by me. A member from Masaachuietu (Mr:
Aiumux) spoke of a conspiracy t and a member (Yam L'ari-
ncrtirut, (Mr. Dixon,) hi ihu course ol some impertinent ob-
jeivulious, mentioned the other doy.I do not recollect what,
nor do I care.that oilier persona were combined with me in
the movement. It is proper that I should say, therefore, that,

?' there is a conspirator, I am the only one i that neither the
resident of the Unitbd Slalea, nor the Secretary of State, who

was absent, nor the nctirig Secrttury of Stale at the time of the
adoption of the resolutions which 1 submitted, (with whom I
had some slight intercourse, which 1 will mention,) knew any
thing at all of this matter. Among all the hard things that
have been said of me, I am not aware that my truth haa ever
been called in question ; but wliao tbo coarse contradictor!
to which ! waft sllbjfccted froin Shotbkr place, ihsteaa of being
btunft, as the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Wirth nor ^

has said, I waa at leaat stimulated to on efl'urt to vindicate my
truth ? and for that purpoae I went to the Department of Stale
with no idea of discovering what I did. I went for the pur¬
pose of ascertaining what correspondence there was upon the
subject of the McLeod case, (wli.cli the President hup thought
projicr to give to day,) and wh4t corrrspbndehce iji lettet W*
.heh? to thti genllemat) from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,)
and to Mr. Cushing, (for they are named in tlie same entry
011 the journal,) respecting a special mission to England. I
say no more than this : that in looking for these papers, in
particular for that letter, it could not be found ; and, in some

extent of research which was required upon it, to my great
amazement, I came upon other papers, which led rpe the nett

day in tiiis House, without taking counsel of any human be¬
ing, to move the resolution*, and state what I did slate. I
took no counsel but of my own pillow that night, and die next
day camo into this House, and; without the knowledge of a

human being, moved the resolutions, ih which it would wta
from the President's answer there were words.to wit, " Pre¬
sident's certificates," which I was not sufficiently acquainted
with the subject to have omitted.which were objectionable. I
will speak of that before I sit down.

But first, as to what the Presideht hits eoihmunicated. I
stated thai a special mission had been called for the purpose of
settling the Oregon question ; and I appealed to the gentleman
from South Carolina, (Mr. Holmes,) who was silting near

me, and to the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr.
Adams,) who were l>oth members bf this House, and of the
Committee of Foreign AfVuirs lit that timfe, for the pfoof t>f
what I said, neither of whom denied It.
When this subject was mentioned in this House by the

memlar from Connecticut, (Mr. Dixon,) he said that it had
not been deriied by Mr. Webstbb. Sir, (said Mr. I.) that
is not the fact. It wrtM grdssl* deniisd. Tho repotted language
Is, " tfiii ia another faLicku<~>d." These are the very words :

" Mr. I. says nobody disputes it. I dispute it, said Mr. Web¬
ster. If he refers to the venerable gentleman trom Massachu¬
setts (Mr. Adams) for confirmation of his statement, I fancy
he will not get that confirmation." I will thank the Clerk to

read the entry of thb journal, (which the lloude has author¬
ized me to biing here,) and there they will find, in the hand¬
writing of the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, all I
said upon that subject
The Clerk here read the following :

iS43. Satvbdat, 'is Kkhhi'art.
Present, Adams, Cushing, Everett, Granger, Caruthers,

Meriwether, Holmes.
Meeting called by the chxirman yesterday. He was unable

to notify Mr. Stuart; Mr, Shepperdabsent from indisposition.
Resolutious in relation to the Oregon territory of, the Eeftis-

laiures of Missouri and of Illinois were read : with reference
to whieh, and to a communication from the Secretary of State
to Mr. Cushing and Mr. Adams, of the wish of the President
of the United States to institute a special mission to Great
Britain.
The chairman moved that he be instructed to move in the

Jloiise, as an amendment to the civil and diplomatic appropria¬
tion bill now under consideration in Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, an appropriation of $18,U00 for outfit
and salary of a special Envoy Extraordinary to Great Britain,
if the President should deem it neccssary or expedient to In¬
stitute snch a mission-
On this motion, Adams, Cushing, Holmes, voted ay.
Everett, Granger, Caruthers, Meriwether, voted nay.
But two members of the committee being absent, the final

vote was postponed to the meeting 011 Tuesday next.
Resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, in favor of the

annexation of Texas to this Union, and sundry petitions apinst
that measure, referred to this committee, being consiilered,
Mr Adams moved that the chairman be instructed to report
thereon to the House the following resolutions.

1843. Tuesdat, 28 Fkhutakt.
Present, Adams Cudiing, Everett, Granger, Stuart, Shcp-

perd, Meriwether, Holmes, Caruther*.all the members.
T*Vi#» nF moving »f1 appropriation fot* BH OUlnt Btlfl

salary for a special mission to Great Britain was deoided in the
negative.
Ay.Adams, Holmes, Cushing.
Nay.Everett, Granger, Shepperd, Stuart, Caruthers, Meri¬

wether,
Adjourned to Thursday, 3d March, at 9 A. M.
Tho House will perceive, therefore, Mr. Speaker, (said

Mr. I.) that in the handwriting of the gentleman from Mas¬
sachusetts what I said upon that subject is verified, and that
is all I desire to say upon it.

With respect (if I may be allowed here to allude to it) to
a speech that was made soon after in Baltimore upon the sub¬
ject of a commercial treaty-

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and (Mr. I. yielding) requested
of the gentleman to produce the letter which he bad insisted
waa addressed to him (Mr. A.) by the Secretary of State
at that time, proposing this appropriation*

Mr. INGERSOLL. I request of the gentleman from Mas¬
sachusetts to produce the note which he announced in the en¬

try as (I think) a Written communication. What are the
words there ' (asked Mr. 1. of the Clerk.)
The extract from the above record of the journal was again

read, in which " a communication from the Secretary of State
to Mr. Cushing and Mr. Adams," Ac. is spoken of.

Mr. ADAMS (Mr. I. again yielding) said tho fact that
there was an application from the Secretary of Ktate for an

appropriation for a special Minister to Great Britain waa un¬

doubtedly true, and that the appropriation requested from the
Secretary of State, at the direction of the President, was con¬

sidered in the committee and rejected by the committee, was

also true.
That any written communication to him from the Secretary

of Slate took place he had no recollection of, and he did not
believe 5 and, if there had been such a communication, it
would have rested in the committee room, together with these
entries that were made in my own hond.

With respect to the fact whether this communication wan

made by the Secretary of State in writing or verbally, he did
not know that there was any importance connected with the
fact. Had he been asked, when the gentleman offered bis re¬

solutions, to say whether such transaction took place, he
should have answered it instantly. What the gentleman pro-
poaed to make of it he did not know. It was pos-ibl ., though,
that there might have been a communication from the Secre¬
tary of State to Mr. Cushing. He did not undertake to say
as to that with perfect positiveness.

But, so far as related to any secrecy in ihia transaction,
Mr. A. never considered there was any, nor that there was

any treason in it, nor any thing more than the ordinary sort &f
communication from tho Executive Department to the com¬

mittee on Foreign Affairs.
Mr. INGEKSOLL (resuming) said he knew nothing at all

of this matter except what was written in the handwriting of
the gentleman from Massachusetts upon the minutes of what
might be culled the journal of the Committee on*Foreign Af¬
fairs at that time. His attention waa called to it by a gen¬
tleman not now a member of this Hooae. He certainly sup-
poeed that there was a written communication, because the
gentlemen knew as well aa he did that the President of the
United Slates never, he supposed, calls on Congress through
one of its committees for so important an act as the appropria¬
tion of a large sum of money in order to send a s|iecial mission
to a foreign country without making the communication in
writing. And what brought him into acquaintance with aome

other facts was going to the Department to find that letter.
He did not find it there, and he waa informed it could not be
found. And he confessed it excited some surprise in his
mind.
The House would recollect fhat he said, when he spoke

upon the Oregon question, that that difficulty was an unfortu-
nate legacy from the Maine difficulty. Lord Ashburlon came
here for the purpose of settling both ; and ihe language of
Lord Al»erdeon on that subject is certainly remaiksble. Lord
Ashburton came here to settle Loth : ho did not settle both.

My impression, I confess, waa.and I saw no very great im¬

propriety in it.that between Lord Ashburton and Mr. Web¬
ster, as there were no protocols, as the whole proceeding was

informal, conversational, and confidential, I believe, in a great
measure, and never communicated to the public till it was

subsequently written down.that there waa an agreement. I

thought it very likely that they had agreed thnt the Oregon
question should be leA for future action, and for a special mis¬
sion to Great Britair, as the Maine question was then settled

by a special mission to thia country. And the language I find
here of Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Fox is a little remarkable. It
will be (bund at the 189th page of the President's meaoage and

accompanying documents, communicated to Congress at the
commencement of the present session :

" I speak of the line of boundary wtst of the Rocky Moun¬
tains.
" You are aware that Lord Ashburton was furnished with

speoifie and detailed instructions, with reepeet to the treatment
of this point of difference between the two Governments, in the

Gnersl negotiations with which he is entrusted, and which he
s brought to a satisfactory issue.
" For 1 easons whieh it is not necessary here to state atlcngth,

that point, aAcr having been made the lubjcot of oonfcrence


